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Gospel  
Family 
Devotions 
 

“… from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures,                                           

which are able to make you wise for salvation                                                                      

through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”  (2 Timothy 3:15) 
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Gospel Family Devotions 
 

One of the most challenging habits to make is to sit with your family each day and immerse yourselves in 

God’s Word.  How many families exercise this habit?  Does your family?  

Sitting down for a meal together may be a challenge!  But take the challenge - A Meal and a Family 

Devotion centered on the Bible. 

 

God gives us a clear command in His Word:   

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one!   You shall love the LORD your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.  And these words which I command you today shall be 

in your heart.   You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 

house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.”  (Deuteronomy 6:4-7) 

  

God gives us an example in Timothy: 

“… from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation 

through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”  (2 Timothy 3:15) 

 

God gives us direction, wisdom and a path to follow: 

“Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.”  (Proverbs 22:6) 

 “… faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  (Romans 10:17) 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  (Psalm 119:105) 

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways 

acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.”  (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

 

Together, build a solid foundation, one that leads to eternal life: 

“… as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”  (Joshua 24:15) 

 

Seek this for yourself and the precious children that God places in your care.                                 

 

 

 

Take the Challenge.                                                                                

Begin or Add these Family Devotions to Your Daily Lives.  
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Begin a Family Devotion Time 

Years ago, a missionary friend expounded on this scripture: “Where there is no vision, the people 

perish …”  (Proverbs 29:18, KJV).  So, your first step is to capture the vision of your family sitting around 

the table involved in God’s Word.  See it and trust God for it.  It could be the difference between spiritual 

LIFE or DEATH for those you love. 

 

First and most important, TRUST GOD to make this a successful time in His Word.  Be obedient.  

Obedience brings forth blessings.   

Realize the significance of Family Time in God’s Word.  Romans 10:17 says, “So then faith comes by 

hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”  You are the significant person God chose to bring His Truth to 

your children, grandchildren, family members and others. 

Set your priorities.  As the spiritual leader of your family, there is nothing more important than your 

family members receiving eternal life AND living their lives God’s Way.  

Be sensitive to God’s timing, your family members’ understanding of the Gospel and each one’s 

personal time to trust Jesus as Savior and Lord. 

Practical Suggestions: 

Make a plan and stick with it.   

• Make a schedule for the week, choosing times that work for everyone.  The same time each day 

is best, but might need adjustment due to individual commitments.  

• Begin with a short amount of time for each Family Devotion.  Meet daily OR begin a few days 

each week, working toward your daily goal.   Your family members spend hours in school, work, 

leisure, electronics, etc.  Time in God’s Word must become a priority.   

• Consider the ages of those in your family and the length of their attention spans.  You may need 

to teach part of the devotion one day, and continue the next day.   

If your family is led by a godly man, HE should be the leader of your Family Devotions.  However, if this 

is not the case in your home, any adult or older youth can lead as well.    

Begin with prayer.  Pray for your family.  Encourage all to participate and give prayer requests.  With 

time, you will see more participation. 

Be enthusiastic all day long.  Verbalize often how you are looking forward to your Family Devotion time.  

Thank your family members for their willingness to participate (even when the enthusiasm may seem 

lacking).  

 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.”                  

(Acts 16:31) 
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GOOD NEWS GOSPEL    

 

This Family Devotion is taken from our “Gospel Truths in a 

Bag.”  It is an introduction to the Gospel Outline and the Family 

Devotions that follow.   

   
 
POINT:  God – Life – Sin – Jesus – Faith – Decision                                                          
 
PROOF:  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life.”  (John 3:16) 
 
Materials:   

• Bag with 6 smooth stones in it (Label stones with the 6 Gospel Words using a black marker – 
God, Life, Sin, Jesus, Faith, Decision OR write the Gospel Words on strips of paper and tape 
to each stone.) 

o Use these stones for review at each Family Devotion. 

• Bible (needed for each Family Devotion) 
 

FAMILY TALK 

Open in prayer thanking God for your family and this time to talk about God and His Word, the Bible.  

Thank God for the role He has given you to raise up your children to know Jesus.   

Pass the bag around.  Ask your family members to guess what is in it.  (If you have a cloth bag or a 
pillowcase, they can feel the objects.) 

Line up the stones in the order of the Gospel Words above.   

• These words help us share Good News - The BEST NEWS we have ever been given! 

Pick up one stone at a time.  Have family members share what that word means to them.   

• Who is GOD?  What does LIFE mean to you?  What is SIN?  Who is JESUS?  What does it mean 
to have FAITH?  What is a DECISION?   

Explain that these words help us understand the Good News - the Gospel.   

• The Bible is all about Good News.  In John 3:16, Jesus said –  
  

o “For God so loved the world (This means you and me.  God loves us so much!) 
o that He gave His only begotten Son (Jesus) 
o that whoever believes in Him (Believe means trust.  Trust Jesus as your Savior.) 
o should not perish (Perish means to be separated from God forever.) 
o but have everlasting life.” (By trusting in Jesus, we will live with Him now and forever.) 

What does John 3:16 say about God?  About Life?  Sin?  Jesus?  Faith?  Decision? 

• Help your family understand what it means to be saved, to have eternal life by trusting in Jesus.   

• Each time we meet we will be talking about these words and the Good News Gospel.    

 
Repeat together POINT and PROOF at the top of this Family Devotion.                                                                        
Have fun memorizing this.  (Kids love to add motions to key words.  Give it a try!) 
 
Pray together thanking God for His Good News Gospel and life with Him forever.   
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GOD         
 
POINT:  GOD is our Creator who loves us with an everlasting love. 
 
PROOF:  “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  and  
“… God created man in His own image; …”  (Genesis 1:1 and 1:27) 
 

 

FAMILY TALK 

Review Gospel Words and Scripture – God, Life, Sin, Jesus, Faith, Decision and John 3:16. 

Today we are going to talk about GOD.   

• Let’s begin by sharing what we know about God.  (Draw a large heart and list the ideas your 

family shares inside the heart.) 

• How can we describe God’s character - Who He is?  God is _______.   (Add these ideas to the  

heart.  Examples: God is … powerful, loving, fair, all-knowing, perfect, holy, Creator, etc.) 

We want to remember that God is the Creator.   

• The first verse in the Bible says, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” 

(Genesis 1:1).  God did not need anything to create things – God SPOKE, and things were 

created.   

o Let’s name some things God created (light, seas, sun, moon, stars, plants, animals, etc.) 

After creating the perfect “heavens” (the sky and outer space) and the perfect earth, God created 

a man (Adam) and a woman (Eve).   

• The Bible says, “God created man in His own image ...” (Genesis 1:27).  This means that Adam 

and Eve, and each of us, were created to be like God “on the inside” … holy, loving, truthful, a 

friend, to live forever and many other good attributes that we know God is. 

o This changed when Adam and Eve sinned.  They disobeyed.  They rebelled against God.  

They wanted to do things their way, not God’s way.  

o Sin came into the world and with sin came disease, sickness, selfishness, pride, rebellion 

AND death.   

o Here’s the Good News!  God continued to love His creation; and He set forth a plan to 

save His creation from death.  Each time we meet, we will talk more about God’s perfect 

plan!  

God loves us with an everlasting love!  Why?  Because “… God is love.” (1 John 4:8)   

• God wants to have a relationship/friendship with each one of us; and God desires a friendship 

that lasts forever.  This is what everlasting and eternal means - forever.   

• God doesn’t just love us some of the time.  His love doesn’t change - giving lots of love one day 

and a little love the next.  No!  God’s love is complete, full and more than we can ever imagine.   

 

Discuss:  How does God show us that He loves us?  How can our family show God that we love Him? 

 

Read together the POINT AND PROOF at the top of this Family Devotion.  Have fun memorizing this.  

Add motions. 

Pray together, thanking God for creating us and loving us. 
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LIFE         
 
POINT:  ETERNAL LIFE is having a forever relationship with God.                                                         
 
PROOF:  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life               
in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (Romans 6:23) 
 

FAMILY TALK 

Review Gospel Words.  Review GOD POINT and PROOF. 

Today we are going to talk about Life and Eternal Life.   

• What does it mean when something is Eternal?  (lasts forever) 

• Can you imagine being friends with someone FOREVER?  God wants us to be His forever friend.  

ETERNAL LIFE is having a forever relationship with God.  

• Draw a line that represents your family’s Path of Life.  Add some events along this path of life 

(births, celebrations, new jobs, moving, deaths, etc.). 
 

• Put an arrow at each end of the line.   --------------------------------------------------------→ 

o This first arrow (pointing to the left) means that there is no beginning point.  The line goes 

on and on.  This reminds us of God - God has no beginning.  God always was, always is, 

and always will be.  (Repeat this as a family.) 

o On the other hand, we each had a beginning.  We marked birthdays on our Path of Life. 

o The second arrow at the end of our Path of Life reminds us that our lives will go on 

forever.  That’s how God made us, with a soul/spirit that lives forever.   

o Heaven, God’s home, is where God wants us to live forever after we leave our earthly 

home.  With God in Heaven, we will live in a perfect place where there is no sin, no evil, 

no sadness, sickness or death.   
   

Now, let’s read our Bible verse (the PROOF). 

• The first part of the verse is bad news!  What do you think it means?  (The wages/payment we 

get for sin is death.)  This death means being separated from God forever in a place called Hell. 
 

• The second part of the verse is VERY GOOD NEWS!  God has a GIFT for us. 
 

o What is His gift for us?  (eternal life) 

o How do we receive it?  (through trusting in Christ Jesus) 

o Think of your birthday gifts.  You didn’t have to work for them or pay for them, did you?  

They were free gifts from people who love you.   

o This is how God’s gift of eternal life is.  We don’t receive eternal life because we are good 

enough or because we work hard enough.  It is God’s GIFT to us because He loves us.   

o You see, God sent His Son Jesus to live a perfect life that we cannot live.  Jesus died for 

our sin.  He rose from the dead.  And He promises us that we can live forever with Him in 

Heaven someday. 

o We will talk more about SIN and JESUS in our next Family Devotions. 

Discuss:  As a family, what attitudes can we change to show that we believe in eternal/forever life? 

Read together the POINT AND PROOF at the top of this Family Devotion.  Have fun memorizing this.  

Add motions.   

Pray together, thanking God for offering us the gift of Eternal Life. 
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SIN         
 
POINT:  SIN is doing things OUR WAY not GOD’S WAY. 
 
PROOF:  “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 
(Romans 3:23) 
 
 

FAMILY TALK 

Review Gospel Words.  Review GOD and LIFE POINTs and PROOFs. 

Today we are going to talk about SIN.   

• What is sin?  (Sin is anything we think, say, do or do not choose to do that is against God; against 

God’s way.)  Name some examples of sin (include and discuss rebellion, selfishness and 

disobedience). 

Read the POINT:  SIN is doing things OUR WAY not GOD’S WAY.  

• We were born to want to do things OUR WAY.  This is our sin nature, the original sin, that we 

inherited through Adam and Eve (the first people God created).  Just like we inherited the color of 

our eyes or hair from our parents, we inherited this sin nature from the first parents, Adam and 

Eve.   

• Our sin nature makes us want to do things OUR WAY (me-me-me), not GOD’S WAY.  We rebel 

and we turn away from God.   

• The scripture from our last Family Time says, “For the wages of sin is death …” (Romans 6:23).     

Sin leads to death. (Depth of discussion is dependent on ages of your children.) 

o Forever separated from God; Hell  

Read the PROOF:  “or all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23) 

• God’s Word tells us very clearly - ALL people have sinned.  Some sins may seem small like lying, 

disobeying or being unkind.  Then, there are some sins that seem huge like robbing a bank or 

killing someone.   

• But most important to know is that everyone has sinned.  And God looks at all sin in the same 

way – It offends Him - Sin is against God.  Why?  Because God is perfect and holy.   

• Discuss:  What do you think is the greatest sin?  

o Let’s look at what Jesus says is the greatest commandment and then we will know what 

the greatest sin is.  Read Matthew 22:36-38.   

▪ So, Jesus says the greatest commandment is to love God with all our heart, soul 

and mind – to love Him above everything else.   

▪ Now, what do you think the greatest sin is?  (not loving God) 

▪ Not loving God – and more specifically, rejecting God and His Son Jesus and the 

forgiveness He offers.  This can be seen as the greatest sin – not trusting Jesus.  

We will talk about Jesus during our next Family Talk.  God solved our SIN problem by sending His 

Son Jesus!   

Discuss:  As a family, how can we help each other recognize when we are doing things OUR WAY and 

not GOD’S WAY?    

Read together the POINT AND PROOF at the top of this Family Devotion.  Memorize and add motions. 

Pray together, thanking God for showing us His love and the way to life forever with Him. 
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JESUS         
 
POINT:  JESUS is our Creator God.  He came from Heaven to Earth.  

He lived a perfect life that you and I can’t live.  Jesus died on the cross 

to pay the penalty for our sins.  He was buried and He rose from the 

dead.  Jesus is in Heaven now offering us the gift of eternal life.                       

And Jesus will someday return again.  

 
PROOF:  “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life.”  (John 3:16) 
 

FAMILY TALK 

Review the POINTs and PROOFs from previous Family Devotions. 

Today we are going to talk about Jesus.   

• What do we think of when we hear the name Jesus? 

• How do we know that Jesus is real? 

• Let’s name all of the facts we know about Jesus. 

Read the POINT above, one sentence at a time. 

• Discuss what each sentence/fact means. 

• Repeat the POINT together.   

Now, let’s read our Bible verse (the PROOF). 

• What does this mean to us?   

o “For God so loved the world …” (That’s each one of us – We are His creation.) 

o “that He gave His only begotten Son …” (Jesus) 

o “that whoever believes in Him should not perish …” (be separated from God forever) 

o “but have everlasting life.” (forever living with God, here and someday in Heaven) 

Jesus gave His life so that WE may have life. 

• Imagine having to pay a penalty for every sin we ever committed!  If we were paying in money, 

that would cost more than we could ever earn!  If we were to pay off our sin debt with good works, 

how many good works would it take? 

• Jesus paid this penalty for us.  He gave His life as payment for our sin.  Jesus gave His life so 

that WE may have eternal life - forever life. 

How can we say “Thank You, Jesus”? 

• Most important, ask Jesus to be your Savior (to save you from your sin). 

• Are there things our family is doing that show Jesus we believe in Him? How can our family 

show others that we believe in Jesus?   

Read together the POINT AND PROOF at the top of this Family Devotion.  Have fun reciting this verse 

from memory.  We memorized John 3:16 in our first Family Devotion.  

Pray together, thanking God for sending Jesus.  Thank Jesus for what He did for you.                     

(If someone in your family has not already asked Jesus into their heart, give them the opportunity.                    

Be sensitive to God’s timing.)  
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FAITH          
 
POINT:  SAVING FAITH is trusting Jesus for our eternal life.        
 

PROOF:  “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  
No one comes to the Father except through Me.’ ”  (John 14:6) 
 
 

FAMILY TALK 

Review the POINTs and PROOFs from previous Family Devotions. 

Today we are going to talk about FAITH.   

• Faith means “having trust or confidence in someone or in something.”   

o Do you trust that this chair will hold you up?  That our car will start?  That our doctor will 

help us when we get sick?  That someone will help you if you are in trouble?  

▪ These are temporary things we trust in.  Good for now, but not forever!    
 

• SAVING FAITH is different.  Saving Faith means having trust/confidence in Jesus; trusting that 

Jesus’ death and resurrection will save us from our sin AND give us forever life. 
 

• Before Jesus died on the cross, He told His friends WHERE He was going and HOW to get there.  

This reminds us of a road map or GPS.  The map and GPS tell us WHERE we want to go AND 

HOW to get there. 

Listen as we read John 14:1-6.  How does this Bible passage remind us of a road map/GPS to Heaven? 

• Now think of the road map and GPS – Where was Jesus going?  (to Heaven)                                             

How will His friends get there? (by trusting in Him, Jesus)    THAT’S SAVING FAITH!   
 

o Read the PROOF together. 

o What did Jesus mean when He said that He is the Way?   

o What did Jesus mean when He said that He is the Truth?  

o What did He mean when He said that He is the Life? 

o Who is the WAY to God? (Jesus IS the Way.) 

o Who shows us the TRUTH about God? (Jesus IS the Truth.) 

o Who gives us LIFE forever? (Jesus IS Life.)   
 

• All other ways to God are false.  They do not lead to forever life with God in Heaven.  
 

o Many people believe that good works can get them to Heaven - going to church, praying, 

being kind to others, helping those in need.  However, Jesus made it clear when He said, 

“… No one comes to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6)  

▪ Once we trust in Jesus for our eternal life, then we will want to live a good life 

and do things that please God.  The most important part has to come first which 

is trusting in Jesus.  THAT’S SAVING FAITH!  

Discuss:  As a family, how can we encourage each other to trust Jesus for our eternal life?  How can we 

encourage each other to let go of things that are “temporary” and keep our eyes on Jesus and forever? 

Read together the POINT AND PROOF at the top of this Family Devotion.  Memorize and add motions. 

Pray together, thanking Jesus for salvation.  Thank Him for loving us so much that He gave His 

life so that we could live with God forever. 
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DECISION          

 

POINT:  DECIDING to trust Jesus is the only way to have 
eternal life.   
 
PROOF:  "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be 
saved …"  (Acts 16:31)   
 
 

FAMILY TALK 

Review the POINTs and PROOFs from previous Family Devotions. 

Today we are going to talk about the biggest DECISION we will ever make.   

• What kinds of decisions do we make every day?  (What to eat, what to wear, where to go, etc.) 

• What is the biggest decision you will ever make?  (Think of a decision that will last forever.) 

Read the POINT:  DECIDING to trust Jesus is the only way to have eternal life. 

• Imagine that we are all on a boat crossing a beautiful lake.   When we are halfway across, the 

captain warns us of a storm ahead and tells us to put on our life preservers.  What would you do? 

• Next, imagine that a tornado is heading our way.  We can see it; and we have just enough time to 

take shelter.  What would you do? 

o These examples tell us of DANGER.  Fear of danger causes us to make a decision.   

(Remember, no decision IS a decision to do nothing.)   

• Making a decision to stay safe during the storm and tornado would be smart thinking, a wise 

decision.   

• Now, here is a more serious decision – a decision that makes a difference in your life now 

AND forever.  WHO are you trusting for your eternal life?  

o God loves us and created us to be with Him forever.  He sent His Son Jesus to give His 

life for our sin … so that we may have life!   Jesus asks us to believe in Him and trust Him 

so that we can have eternal life. 

Read the PROOF:  "Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved …"  (Acts 16:31) 

• What does this mean to us? 

• Is this a decision that you have already made?  Tell us about it.  (Parents, this is a good time to 

share your story or your testimony.) 

• Is this a decision that you are ready to make?  (Be sensitive to God’s timing.  Go through the 

Gospel POINTS. Pray together, thanking God for the gift of salvation.)  

The Bible uses the word “REPENT.”  Repent means to turn away from sin and go GOD’S WAY.  

Remember our Family Talk about SIN … MY WAY and GOD’S WAY.  Making a DECISION to trust Jesus 

means you believe in Jesus as Savior.  You believe He died for your sin, and you want to trust Him as 

Lord (Leader) of your life.  You want to follow Him and live your life GOD’S WAY.  This does not mean 

that you will not sin, but you have God’s power to turn away from sin and stay on His path.  God will be 

committed to you to keep you on His path!   

Discuss:  How does God help us make decisions?  How can we help and encourage each other? 

Read together the POINT AND PROOF at the top of this Family Devotion.  Have fun memorizing this.  

Pray together, thanking God that when we trust in Jesus as our Savior, He stays committed to us 

forever.  His Word says, “… I will never leave you nor forsake you.”  (Hebrews 13:5) 
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GROWING IN JESUS 

POINT:  Build your house on Jesus, the Rock. 

PROOF:  “… as for me and my house, we will 

serve the LORD.”  (Joshua 24:15) 

 

FAMILY TALK 

Review the POINTs and PROOFs from previous Family Devotions. 

Today we are going to talk about building our lives on Jesus, His Word and His Ways.  

• What does it mean to be foolish?  What does it mean to be wise? 

o Let’s give examples of things people do that are foolish; examples of wise? 

 

Jesus tells us a story about a wise and a foolish builder.  He called this story a parable.  A parable is 

an earthly story (something people can understand) with a heavenly meaning (only those seeking after 

God will understand the meaning).   

• Share Luke 6:47-49.  Read it a few times so your family can better remember the details. 

o What did the wise man do?  (built his house on the rock) 

o What did the foolish man do?  (built his house on the ground, without a foundation) 

o Which house lasted through the storm and the flood?  (the house built on the rock) 

 

• Jesus was explaining how we should build our lives.  The HOUSE represents OUR LIVES.  The 

ROCK stands for JESUS. 

o Share ideas: What can we do to be like the wise man and build our lives on the rock? 

 

There are 5 wise ways we can build our lives on Jesus.  Let’s remember a word for each of our 5 

fingers.  (Explain the meaning of each.) 

o Worship (Praise and thank God every day, including at your church worship service.) 

o Prayer (Talk to God anytime and listen for His leading.) 

o Bible (Read, study, meditate on God’s Word often every day.) 

o Fellowship (Enjoy time with others who follow Christ Jesus.) 

o Witnessing (Show God’s love as you are with others; and share the Gospel message.) 

 

Read the PROOF.  Discuss the meaning of the verse.   

What can we do as a family to show our love of Jesus AND to show that we are following Jesus?  How 

can we build our house, our lives, on Jesus, the Rock? 

Read together the POINT AND PROOF at the top of this Family Devotion.  Have fun memorizing this.  

Make this verse your family’s promise to God!   

Pray together, thanking God for His free gift of eternal life through Christ Jesus.  Thank Jesus for 

what He did for each person.  Ask God to protect your family and continue to guide them to live 

their lives for Him. 
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FAMILY MEMORY VERSES 

“Your word I have hidden in my heart, that I might not sin against You.”  (Psalm 119:11) 

“In the beginning                                            
God created the heavens                                       

and the earth”  and                                                                
“So God created man                                            
in His own image …”                                            

(Genesis 1:1 and 1:27) 

 

“For the wages of sin is death,                            
but the gift of God is eternal life                           

in Christ Jesus our Lord.”                                      
(Romans 6:23) 

 

                                                                               
“for all have sinned                                        

and fall short                                                     
of the glory of God,”                                

(Romans 3:23) 

 “For God so loved the world                 
that He gave His only begotten Son,                            

that whoever believes in Him                            
should not perish                                                     

but have everlasting life.”                              
(John 3:16) 

“Jesus said to him,                                              
‘I am the way, and the truth,                                                    

and the life.                                                          
No one comes to the Father                                                     

except through Me.’ ”                               
(John 14:6) 

 

"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ,        
and you will be saved …"  

 (Acts 16:31) 

 

 

“… as for me and my house,                        

we will serve the LORD.”                     

(Joshua 24:15) 

 

“Your word is a lamp                                       
to my feet                                                              

And a light to my path.”                                 
(Psalm 119:105) 

 

 

“… faith comes by hearing, 

and hearing by the word of God.”  

(Romans 10:17) 

 

 

                                                                                     

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart,  

And lean not on your own understanding; 

In all your ways acknowledge Him, 

And He shall direct your paths.”       

(Proverbs 3:5-6) 

 

 


